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Data Source
Information in this presentation is derived from the 
Alcohol Tobacco and Other Drug Abuse Among 
Delaware Students Survey of 2007. This study was 
conducted by The Center for Drug and Alcohol Studies, 
University of Delaware, and supported by Delaware's 
Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health, 
Delaware Health and Social Services through a Grant 
funded by the Center for Substance Abuse Prevention, 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  The 
Study also received substantial and critical support 
from the Delaware Legislature through the Delaware 
Health Fund. Addition direct funding was provided by 
The Delaware Council on Problem Gambling. We wish 
to thank the members of the Delaware Health Fund 
Advisory Committee for their assistance.  We also want 
to thank the Delaware Department of Education, the 
Delaware Drug Free School Coordinators in each 
school district, and all of the participating schools, 
teachers, and students. 
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Overview of the Study

Gambling questions were added to the 

statewide survey ñAlcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug 

Abuse Among Delaware Studentsò in 1999.  This 

survey is administered annually to all Delaware 

regular public school students in the 5th, 8th and 11th

grades.  All eligible schools participated.  The survey 

is administered from January through June as an 

anonymous classroom administration by trained 

personnel from the University of Delaware.  Although 

student participation is voluntary, few students refuse 

or are denied access to the survey by their parents, 

who have the opportunity to refuse for them.
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Sample Description

Public Schools Only -- 80% of School Population

No Self-Contained Special Education, Alterative or          

Special Schools

Significant attrition rates -- explains the relatively high 

percentage of high-risk behaviors in 8th grade compared to 

11th grade; age of onset for alcohol and other drugs is 

higher for 11th graders

Å92% of the 5th grade enrollment

Å87% of the 8th grade enrollment

Å83% of the 11th grade enrollment.

8



The sample is representative of the stateôs 

youth population: 

FIFTH GRADE

(N= 7,727)

EIGHTH GRADE

(N=6,788)

ELEVENTH GRADE

(N=5,623)

GENDER (%)

Males

Females
49

51

50

50

49

51

ETHNICITY (%)

White Non-

Hispanic

Black Non-Hispanic

Hispanic/Latino1

Other2

41

24

14

21

51

28

12

9

59

24

8

8

COUNTY (Ns)

New Castle

Kent

Sussex

4,475

1,886

1,386

3,977

1,537

1,274

3,291

1,261

1,071

SAMPLE DESCRIPTION -- DELAWARE SCHOOL SURVEY 2007

1The 2007 Survey included the Census version of race/ethnicity for the first time.  In this format race and whether students consider themselves 

Hispanic are asked in two separate questions.  Some students who would have previously identified themselves as white, African-American or                                  

"other" are now identified as Hispanics.

2Beginning in 2003, a significant number of 5th graders identified themselves as ñother,ò while there was a corresponding decline in students 

identifying themselves as ñwhite.ò  School officials say it may result from new diversity training programs.

Source: University of Delaware School Survey, 2007

Surveys were completed in all 19 school districts in the State and in 6 Charter Schools.  The 5th grade and 8th grade samples were about 91% and 

87% of the total enrollment, respectively.  The 11th grade sample was about 82%.  
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Gambling Question  
Beginning in 2007, the question asking how often students ñgambledò was dropped 

from the survey.  The research team determined that the question was ambiguous 

because different students considered different activities ñgambling.ò The survey 

instead utilizes the question (also in past surveys) asking about different activities 

students engaged in that are generally considered gambling. 

The question consisted of a grid in which students were asked how often they did each 

of the following:

a) Gambled at a casino

b) Played the lottery or scratch-off tickets

c) Bet on team sports

d) Played cards for money

e) Bet money on horse races

f) Played bingo for money or prizes

g) Gambled on the Internet

h) Bet on dice games such as craps

i) Bet on games of personal skill such as pool, darts or bowling

j) Bet on video games

Response categories were:
1) Never

2) Before, but not in past year

3) A few times in past year

4) Once or twice a month

5) Once or twice a week

6) Almost every day
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The question on the 5th grade survey, added in 2003, differed from those on the 8th

and 11th grade surveys, asking only for reports of activities engaged in over the past 

year. The question read:

MARK ALL YOU HAVE DONE FOR MONEY in the past year:  ( MARK ALL 

THAT APPLY )

a.  Played lottery or scratch-off tickets

b.  Bet on team sports

c.  Played cards for money

d.  Played Bingo for money

e.  Bet on games of skill, such as basketball 

(e.g. HORSE, GHOST)

f.  Bet on Video games

g. Internet
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Gambling Prevalence 



Past Year Reported Gambling Among 2007 

Delaware 5th Graders

57% Reported 

Gambling Past Year

43% Did Not Report 

Gambling in Past Year
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Past Year Gambling Among Delaware 

2007 5th Graders by Gender
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Past Year Gambling Among Delaware 

2007 5th Graders by Race
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